22                                 NEW AMERICA.

named by David Atchison, Senator of Missouri),
put forth in an early number this declaration of
the planters :

44 We will continue to lynch and hang, tar and
feather, and drown, any white-livered abolitionist
who dares to pollute our soil."

In July, 1854, thirty New England free-soilers
crossed the river in open boats; they were well
armed, and brought with them tents and provi-
sions. Pushing up the Kansas river, they rested
at the foot of a fine bluff, in the midst of a rolling
prairie, covered with flowers. Pitching their tents,
and beginning to fell wood for shanties, they called
the place at which they camped the city of
Lawrence, from the name of their popular purse-
holder. In August they were joined by seventy
more: men like themselves, well armed and reso-
lute, prepared to found that city, and to free that
soil. Now had arrived the time for the Missouri
men to show their spirit; a hundred Yankees, se-
parated from their friends by six great States, had
come into their midst; daring them to carry out
their threat of either hanging, lynching, or drown-
ing every one who should cross into Kansas with-
out a negro slave in his train. Three hundred and
fifty Sons of the South took horse, dashed over